
 

 

  
 

   

 
Joint Standards Committee 5th July 2017 
 
Report of the Monitoring Officer 

 

Monitoring Report on Complaints Received 

Summary 

1. This report updates the Committee on recent standard complaints. 

2. Since the Committee last met in April two new complaints have 
been received - one against a City Councillor and one against a 
Parish Councillor.  Both were brought by members of the public.  

3. The complaint against the City Councillor has not been taken 
forward. There were a number of elements to this complaint which 
was brought separately by three members of the public.  Some of 
the issues raised did not relate to the Councillor acting in that 
capacity.   

4. A complaint that the Member had a prejudicial interest in a matter 
where he had declared only a personal interest was not taken 
forward.  The Code of Conduct currently limits prejudicial interest to 
situations where the Member (or one of the bodies in which they 
have a registered interest) has either a financial interest in the 
business or it relates to a license, approval or consent etc.  in 
respect of them. Neither situation applied in this case. As part of the 
forthcoming review of the code of conduct Members may wish to 
consider whether the definition of “prejudicial interest” is sufficiently 
broad.   

5. The Parish Councillor complaint is still under consideration at the 
time of writing. The Monitoring Officer has met with the complainant 
in order to identify which aspects of the compliant, if any, related to 
behaviour which might be regarded as being within the official 
capacity of the Councillor. 

  



 

  Recommendations 

6. Members are recommended to: 

1) Note the report  

Reason: To ensure that the Committee is aware of current levels 
of activity and that the standards complaints system is used for 
its primary purpose. 
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